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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 07509 121831Z 

55 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ST-01 A-01 OPR-02 /017 W 

086158 

R 121550Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3826 

UNCLAS MOSCOW 7509 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: ASUP AMGT AFSP PFOR UR US 
SUBJECT: VEHICLES FOR NEW AMCONGEN KIEV 

1 . WITH US ADVANCE PARTY TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ARRIVING IN 
KIEV JULY 1976, REQUEST DEPARTMENT'S REVIEW OF OFFICIAL VEHICLE PLANS 
AND GUIDANCE. AS WE UNDERSTAND CURRENT THINKING, TWO OFFICERS ARE 
EXPECTED TO PROCEED TO KIEV (ONE POSSIBLY ON TDY) IN JULY, WITH TWO 
MORE OFFICERS AND ONE SECRETARY TO FOLLOW IN AUGUST/SEPTEMBER. 

2. TWO FACTORS LEAD US TO PROPOSE INITIAL USE OF SOVIET VEHICLES: 

(A) LEAD TIME FOR US CARS AND (B) INITIAL DIFFICULTIES REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE ANY US VEHICLES, WHICH ARE NOW NON-EXISTENT IN KIEV. 

IN LONGER RUN, AS PERSONNEL BUILD UP AND OPERATIONS APPROACH FULL 
SCALE, WE FORESEE SMALL GARAGE AT CONGEN BACKED BY EMBASSY WHICH 
WOULD MAINTAIN US-MADE VEHICLES, BUT IN BEGINNING WITH NO SPACE, NO 
MECHANICS AND FEW PEOPLE IN KIEV, IT WILL BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO 
COPIE WITH 55 MILE DISTANCE KIEV-MOSCOW. PROBLEMS WILL BE AGGRAVATED 
BY EMBASSY'S OWN SHORTAGE CARS, DRIVERS AND REPAIR SPACE. 

3. WE WOULD THEREFORE RECOMMEND INITIAL PURCHASE ONE SOVIET 
SEDAN AND ONE STATION WAGON. VOLGA MODELS, EQUIVALENT 

TO SMALLER US COMPACTS APPEAR APPROPRIATE, COSTING APPROXI- 
MATELY DOLLARS 2,250 FOR SEDAN AND DOLLARS 3,300 FOR WAGON. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE. 

STOESSEL 
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